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been copied from Bengal, the nearest civilised country
to them. To anyone nowadays travelling by rail
from Haflong to near Golaghat, or from Golaghat by
road to Nichuguard at the foot of the Naga hills, it
is difficult to realise that this densely forested region
covers the sites of many old cities and vast areas of
cultivation, the names of which, such as Maiham,
Jamaguri, Dijoa, alone remain in old Ahom accounts.
Of the three valleys mentioned before, the Kopili is
the only one which has not lapsed into such complete
desolation ; for the reason that the Kacharis were
able to hold on to this tract much longer, almost up
to the beginning of the nineteenth century ; whereas
the other two, viz., the Dhansiri and Doyang valleys,
ceased to belong to them some 300 years earlier. By
the time the Ahoms were making themselves felt as
a power in the region round Sadiya and Namrup,
the Kachari people held the country up to the Dikkoo
river flowing past Sibsagor, and here they came into
contact with the Ahoms about the beginning of the
fourteenth century. Constant friction occurring, and
the Ahoms being strengthened by a fresh influx
of emigrants from the east, the Kacharis gradually
withdrew until in the end of the fifteenth century
they took up arms with intent to recover lost lands
so successfully, that in 1490 they badly defeated the
Ahoms at Dampuk on the Dikkoo river, which they
once more made their boundary. Thirty years later
commenced the long series of wars in which the
Ahoms, having reduced their other enemies, the
Chutiyas and Morans, and also to a certain extent
the Kooches, had time to turn with all their strength
against the Kachari peoples ; for in the early part of